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In all God’s gifts there is need for our cooperation.  
He alone can send the water, but we must trench the ground.

F. B. Meyer,  Through The Bible Day By Day
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But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6
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THE POWER OF GOD TO CHANGE A LIFE IS 
FOUND IN THE DAILY READING OF GOD’S WORD
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Hebrews 5 
 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is 
a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
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You’ve got to dig the ditches in the dry times, in the hard times. You’ve got to daily 
dig the ditches and the Lord will fill them with water in His time. You might feel like 
your morning devotions are a rut, as dry as a desert. Dig the ditch anyway. And in 

the morning, in the Lord’s timing, He will fill it with water.
Jon Courson,  Courson's Application Commentary



1. Dig Trenches In God's Word

2 Kings 3 
Spiritual Disciplines  

Are Faith Filled Trenches

Isaiah 55 
 10 For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, 

But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the 
sower And bread to the eater,   11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 
It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper 

in the thing for which I sent it.
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Luke 18 
1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,  
2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 
3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for 

me from my adversary.’
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Revelation 8 
 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He 

was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon 
the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, 

with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand.
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Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
1 Corinthians 14:1



1. Prophecy 
2. Ministry 
3. Teaching 
4. Exhortation 
5. Giving 
6. Leading 
7. Mercy

Roles In The Body 
Romans 12:4-8

Romans 12:6 
4  For as we have many members in one body, but all the members 
do not have the same function,  5  so we, being many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually members of one another.
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If we expect to obtain the Holy Spirit's blessing, we must prepare for his reception. 
Be prepared to receive that which he is about to give; each man in his place and 
each woman in her sphere, make the whole of this church full of trenches for the 

reception of the divine water-floods.
Charles Spurgeon,  Sermon on 2 Kings 3
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Psalms 73 
 12 Behold, these are the ungodly, Who are always at ease; They increase in riches. 

 13 Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, And washed my hands in innocence. 
 16 When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me— 
 17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end.
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Matthew 25 
 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  

20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you 
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 

 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
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1 Corinthians 4 
 1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 

of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human 

court. In fact, I do not even judge myself.
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No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake  
and your frequent infirmities. 

1 Timothy 5:23
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Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

James 5:14
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James 1 
 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3 knowing that 

the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
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2 Corinthians 4 
 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but 

for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory
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Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will 
be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you. 

Luke 6:38
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If the Israelites had only scratched the ground, that’s all the 
water they would have received. The more you dig, the more 

you’ll get. Sometimes it’s just plain hard work, but whether it’s 
Bible study, ministry, or prayer, you’ve got to dig the ditch 

first. Then the Lord will fill it in due time. May God help us to 
be those who dig in and prepare for mighty miracles.

Jon Courson,  Courson's Application Commentary
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The measure of water available to these thirsty men was 
directly connected to how faithful they were to dig the ditches. 
The more ditches and the bigger the ditches, the more water 
was provided. Though it was hard and unpleasant work, the 

more they did the more blessing they received.
David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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