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The interpretation of the image was national, relating to the house of Israel (v6–10), 
but the application was individual (v11–17), calling for a response from the people of 

Judah and Jerusalem. It also calls for a personal response from us today.
Warren Wiersbe,  “Be” Commentary Series
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Ephesians 2 
 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 

the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.
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1 Peter 1 
 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s 

work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;  18 knowing that 
you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without spot.
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James 4 
 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a 

year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen 
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”
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The main lesson is that God is free to respond to His people according to their own 
moral conduct and choices, and previous promises do not restrict the exercise of 

His correction or justice.
David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary



1 Samuel 13 
 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment 

of the Lord your God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has 

sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be 
commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”
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Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And 
from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 

Genesis 12:1



Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south 
along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 

Acts 8:26
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There’s mystery involved in the relationship between divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility, but we don’t have to explain the will of God before we can obey it. We 

live by divine promises and precepts, not theological explanations, and God isn’t 
obligated to explain anything to us.

Warren Wiersbe,  “Be” Commentary Series
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Romans 9 
 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed 

say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 
 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one 

vessel for honor and another for dishonor?



John 21 
 21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” 

 22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?  
You follow Me.”
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Like the patient potter, God is willing to “mold us again” when we resist Him and 
damage our own lives. No failure in our lives need be fatal or final. God gave new 

beginnings to Abraham, Moses, David, Jonah, and Peter when they failed, and He 
can do the same for us today.

Warren Wiersbe,  “Be” Commentary Series
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