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Ordinary: 

1: of a kind to be 

expected in the normal 
order of events. 


2a: of common quality, 
rank, or ability.


2b: deficient in quality.


Merriam-Webster
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1. God Calls Ordinary People  
(v12-14)
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1 Corinthians 1

 26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 
put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the 

things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.



1 Corinthians 12

 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we 
bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty,   24 but our 

presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to 
that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the 

members should have the same care for one another.
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Matthew 4

 18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”


 20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.

 21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 

brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them,

 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.



Matthew 9

9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew  

sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.”  
So he arose and followed Him.
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Isaiah 6

 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go 

for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
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This is another amazing example of how much rests upon prayer. We may debate 
endlessly how this incident reflects on the issues of predestination and human 

responsibility, but clearly we are left with the impression that the plague either came 
or was held back based on the prophet’s prayer.

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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James 5

 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; 

and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.

 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.



Ezekiel 22

 29 The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the 

poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger.

 30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before 

Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

 31 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire 
of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord God.
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God loves to be entreated. He delights to answer when He hears the cry of such as 
bear His needy people on their heart.

H.A. Ironside,  Notes On The Minor Prophets
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Matthew 9

 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, 

because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He 
said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.


 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
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