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In the Greek text verses 3–14 are 
one sentence. It is as though he was 
ecstatically opening a treasure chest, 
lifting its jewels with his hands, letting 
them cascade through his fingers, and 

marveling briefly at them as they 
caught his eye.

Thomas Constable,  Expository Notes Of Dr. Constable
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Our thanks are due to God for all temporal 
blessings; they are more than we deserve. 

But our thanks ought to go to God in 
thunders of hallelujahs for spiritual blessings. 

A new heart is better than a new coat. To 
feed on Christ is better than to have the best 
earthly food. To be an heir of God is better 

than being the heir of the greatest nobleman.

Charles Spurgeon,  Sermon on Ephesians 1
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Genesis 1 
1 In the beginning God created 

the heavens and the earth. 
2 The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered 

the deep waters. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the 

surface of the waters. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light.

NLT
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1 Peter 1 
18 For you know that God paid a 

ransom to save you from the 
empty life you inherited from 

your ancestors. And it was not 
paid with mere gold or silver, 

which lose their value. 
19 It was the precious blood of 

Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb 
of God.

NLT
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Romans 8 
9 But you are not controlled by your 
sinful nature. You are controlled by 
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of 
God living in you. (And remember 
that those who do not have the 

Spirit of Christ living in them do not 
belong to him at all.) 

10 And Christ lives within you, so 
even though your body will die 

because of sin, the Spirit gives you 
life because you have been made 

right with God.

NLT
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The word guarantee (“down payment”) 
is used only in the New Testament of 
the Holy Spirit. He is our only down 

payment of coming glory; nothing else 
is provided - or needed.

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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Acts 19 
1 While Apollos was in Corinth, 

Paul traveled through the interior 
regions until he reached Ephesus, 

on the coast, where he found 
several believers. 

2 “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?” he asked 
them. “No,” they replied, “we 

haven’t even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.”

NLT
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We often have the idea that God 
saves sinners mainly because He 

pities them, or wants to rescue them 
from eternal judgment, but God’s 
main purpose is that He might be 
glorified. His creation reveals His 

wisdom and power, but His church 
reveals His love and grace.

Warren Wiersbe,  The Bible Exposition Commentary
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