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1 Corinthians 4 
3 But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged by you or by 
a human court. In fact, I do not even 

judge myself. 
4 For I know of nothing against 

myself, yet I am not justified by this; 
but He who judges me is the Lord. 
5 Therefore judge nothing before 

the time, until the Lord comes, who 
will both bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness and reveal the 
counsels of the hearts. Then each 
one’s praise will come from God.

NKJV
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2 Corinthians 5 
10 For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things 

done in the body, according to what 
he has done, whether good or bad.

NKJV
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John 9 
39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I 

have come into this world, that those 
who do not see may see, and that 

those who see may be made blind.” 
40 Then some of the Pharisees who 
were with Him heard these words, 

and said to Him, “Are we blind also?” 
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were 
blind, you would have no sin; but 
now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore 

your sin remains.

NKJV
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2 Samuel 12 
2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks 

and herds. 
3 But the poor man had nothing, except one 

little ewe lamb which he had bought and 
nourished; and it grew up together with him 
and with his children. It ate of his own food 
and drank from his own cup and lay in his 
bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 

4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who 
refused to take from his own flock and from 

his own herd to prepare one for the 
wayfaring man who had come to him; but he 
took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for 

the man who had come to him.” 
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused 

against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As 
the Lord lives, the man who has done this 

shall surely die!

NKJV
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2 Samuel 12 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the 
man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I 

anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered 
you from the hand of Saul. 

8 I gave you your master’s house and your 
master’s wives into your keeping, and gave 

you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that 
had been too little, I also would have given 

you much more! 
9 Why have you despised the commandment 
of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you 

have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the people of 

Ammon. 

NKJV
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When we do not judge ourselves, we 
not only hurt ourselves, but we also 

hurt those to whom we could minister. 
The Pharisees judged and criticized 

others to make themselves look good. 
But Christians should judge themselves 
so that they can help others look good. 

There is a difference!

Warren Wiersbe,  The Bible Exposition Commentary
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Jesus said this to call us to 
discernment, and to encourage us to 

look for prepared hearts that are 
ready to receive. When we find such 
open hearts, we can trust that God 

has already been working upon them.

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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Matthew 7 
7 “Keep on asking, and you will 

receive what you ask for.  
Keep on seeking, and you will find. 

Keep on knocking, and the door will 
be opened to you. 

8 For everyone who asks, receives. 
Everyone who seeks, finds. And to 
everyone who knocks, the door will 

be opened.

NLT
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NKJVLuke 18 
1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that 
men always ought to pray and not lose 

heart, 
... 

7 And shall God not avenge His own 
elect who cry out day and night to Him, 

though He bears long with them? 
8 I tell you that He will avenge them 

speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of 
Man comes, will He really find faith on 

the earth?”
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Entrance through the narrow gate 
onto the narrow path will eventually 
lead a person into the kingdom. The 
beginning of a life of discipleship (the 
gate) and the process of discipleship 

(the way) are both restrictive and both 
involve rejection by others and 

persecution.

Thomas Constable,  Expository Notes Of Dr. Constable
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NKJVIsaiah 55 
6 Seek the Lord while He may be found, 

Call upon Him while He is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let 

him return to the Lord, And He will have 
mercy on him; And to our God, For He 

will abundantly pardon. 
8 “For My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” 
says the Lord. 

9 “For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, So are My ways higher than 
your ways, And My thoughts than your 

thoughts.
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Christians must exercise discernment; 
for not everyone is a sheep. Some 
people are dogs or hogs, and some 

are wolves in sheep’s clothing! We are 
the Lord’s sheep, but this does not 
mean we should let people pull the 

wool over our eyes!

Warren Wiersbe,  The Bible Exposition Commentary
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Acts 20 
29 For I know this, that after my 

departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 

30 Also from among yourselves men 
will rise up, speaking perverse things, to 

draw away the disciples after 
themselves. 

31 Therefore watch, and remember that 
for three years I did not cease to warn 

everyone night and day with tears. 
32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to 
God and to the word of His grace, which 
is able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified.

NKJV



4. Choose To Listen To Others With Discernment 
(v15-20)

Matthew 7
You Get To 

Choose



4. Choose To Listen To Others With Discernment 
(v15-20)

Matthew 7
You Get To 

Choose

Hebrews 13 
7  Remember those who rule over you, 
who have spoken the word of God to 
you, whose faith follow, considering 

the outcome of their conduct.

NKJV
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Galatians 5 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control. Against 
such there is no law.

NKJV
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James 3 
14 But if you have bitter envy and self-

seeking in your hearts, do not boast and 
lie against the truth. 

15 This wisdom does not descend from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 

16 For where envy and self-seeking 
exist, confusion and every evil thing are 

there. 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality and without hypocrisy.

NKJV
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The lesson here is that you need to 
examine the evidence of a teacher’s life 
and ministry. Is that person’s teaching 

and doctrine consistent with God’s 
Word? Does his lifestyle display 

holiness and love for the Lord? If either 
answer is no, don’t be deceived. Watch 

out for the counterfeit

Tony Evans,  The Tony Evans Bible Commentary
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1 Corinthians 3 (NKJV) 
13 Each one’s work will become clear; 

for the Day will declare it, because it will 
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 

each one’s work, of what sort it is. 
14 If anyone’s work which he has built 
on it endures, he will receive a reward. 
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will 

suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire.

NKJV
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Acts 12 
5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant 
prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 

... 
12 So, when he had considered this, he came to 

the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 
surname was Mark, where many were gathered 

together praying. 
13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, 

a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 
14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, because 

of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran 
in and announced that Peter stood before the 

gate. 
15 But they said to her, “You are beside yourself!” 
Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said, 

“It is his angel.” 
16 Now Peter continued knocking; and when they 

opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished.

NKJV
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2 Peter 1 
10 Therefore, brethren, be even more 
diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will 

never stumble; 
11 for so an entrance will be supplied to 

you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.

NKJV
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