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In terms of the law, he reckoned that 
he went far beyond its exacting 

requirements; in terms of lifestyle, he 
considered that his deeds and works 
were over and above the call of duty 

and worthy of greater merit.

John G Mason,  Luke: An Unexpected God
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Romans 3 
19 Obviously, the law applies to those to 
whom it was given, for its purpose is to 
keep people from having excuses, and 
to show that the entire world is guilty 

before God. 
20 For no one can ever be made right 

with God by doing what the law 
commands. The law simply shows us 

how sinful we are.
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Isaiah 64 
6 We are all infected and impure 

with sin. When we display our 
righteous deeds, they are nothing 
but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, 

we wither and fall, and our sins 
sweep us away like the wind.
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1 John 4 
20 If someone says, “I love God,” but 

hates a fellow believer, that person is a 
liar; for if we don’t love people we can 
see, how can we love God, whom we 

cannot see? 
21 And he has given us this command: 

Those who love God must also love 
their fellow believers.

NLT
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It is so easy, so human, to be like the 
Pharisee in this parable, especially if 
we are actively involved in a church 
community. We can be proud of our 
good works, thinking they give us 

credit with God when compared with 
the seemingly godless lives of others.

John G Mason,  Luke: An Unexpected God
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We can imagine the Pharisee praying 
with eloquent words and flowing, 

spiritual style; anyone who heard him 
pray would say that he was a spiritual 
man. In contrast, we imagine the tax 

collector praying awkwardly, with 
halting phrases and fear; but his 

prayer pleased God.

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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Romans 4 
1 Abraham was, humanly speaking, the 
founder of our Jewish nation. What did 

he discover about being made right with 
God? 

2 If his good deeds had made him 
acceptable to God, he would have had 
something to boast about. But that was 

not God’s way. 
3 For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham 

believed God, and God counted him as 
righteous because of his faith.”
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The justification of the tax collector 
was immediate. He humbly came to 

God on the basis of His atoning 
sacrifice and was justified. He didn’t 
earn his justification, and he didn’t 
have a probationary period; he was 

simply justified.

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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Let it never be forgotten that those 
who will be justified and stand 

accepted before God are they who 
are nothing in their own estimate.

F. B. Meyer,  Through the Bible Day by Day
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NLTHebrews 2 
17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to 

be made in every respect like us, his 
brothers and sisters, so that he could be 

our merciful and faithful High Priest 
before God. Then he could offer a 

sacrifice that would take away the sins 
of the people. 

18 Since he himself has gone through 
suffering and testing, he is able to help 

us when we are being tested.

NLT
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The ancient Greek word translated be 
merciful is hilaskomai; it is actually the 

word for an atoning sacrifice. The 
fullest sense of what the tax collector 

said was, “God, be merciful to me 
through Your atoning sacrifice for 

sins, because I am a sinner.”

David Guzik,  Enduring Word Commentary
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